
By JOSEPH ZEBALLOS-ROIG 

From bodegas and restau-
rants across East Harlem, not 
to mention corporate headquar-
ters, City Hall and Albany, the 
question of the moment is: What 
side are you on?

 The answers are giving shape 
to the conflict over this year’s 
Puerto Rican Day Parade. A 
celebration often trailed by 
disputes and mismanagement 
is now facing an uproar over the 
decision by organizers to honor 
a Puerto Rican militant, Oscar 
López Rivera. He was recently 
freed from prison after 35 years.

While some lionize Mr. López 
Rivera as a freedom fighter who 
waged a campaign for the island 
to break free from the United 
States, others condemn him as a 
terrorist who killed and maimed 
innocent people. 

At Cuchifritos, a local anchor 
of Puerto Rican cuisine on East 
116th Street, dozens of people 
like Enrique Maren streamed in 
to have a late lunch.

 For Mr. Maren, a Brooklyn-
born son of Puerto Rican 
parents, the decision to invite 
Mr. López Rivera elicits mixed 
emotions as he recalled injus-
tices the island had endured. At 
one point in the 20th century, 
displays of the Puerto Rican flag 
were illegal and English was 
the only language taught in its 
schools.

“Even though I’m Puerto 
Rican, I don’t think I can fully 
support what he did because 
he killed people to get his way,” 
Mr. Maren said. “But at the time 
he did it, there was still a lot of 
political oppression.”

 However, he said that he 
respected Mr. López Rivera’s 
commitment to the island’s free-
dom and that he should still be 
allowed to march. “Just for the 
sake of the man, let him march 
because that’s what he’s fought 
all his life for,” Mr. Maren said.

Angel Paniagua came to 
the restaurant for stuffed po-
tato balls. Mr. Paniagua, the vice 
president of the Puerto Rican 
Coalition for a Better Com-
munity, held an opposing view. 
If it were up to him, Mr. López 
Rivera would not be honored at 
the parade.

 “Puerto Rico deserves bet-
ter,” Mr. Paniagua said.

 The organizers announced 
in May that the 60th annual pa-
rade, scheduled for June 11, had 
designated Mr. López Rivera 
as its first National Freedom 
Hero, a title that would have him 
march at its head.

Mr. López Rivera was a mem-
ber of the F.A.L.N., the Armed 
Forces of National Liberation, 
which was a radical group that 
sought Puerto Rican indepen-
dence. It conducted a bombing 
campaign in the 1970s and ’80s, 
including the 1975 Fraunces 
Tavern attack in New York that 
killed four people and injured 60. 

Though he was never accused 
of carrying out an attack, Mr. 
López Rivera was convicted for 
his activities with the group. The 

charges included the transporta-
tion of firearms and explosives, 
both with the intent to commit 
violent crimes. Mr. López Rivera 
has denied taking part in any at-
tack that claimed people’s lives.

A flood of corporate sponsors 
like Goya, Coca-Cola, JetBlue 
and the New York Yankees have 
withdrawn their support. Four 
media organizations, including 
Univision and WNBC, withdrew 
from the parade as well.

“While we are saddened and 
disappointed by certain sponsors 
pulling out of our Parade, we 
respect their views and decision 
to do so,” the parade committee 
said in a statement. “Equally, we 
respect our parade’s mission and 
commitment to inclusiveness, 
and the responsibility of repre-
senting the broadest possible 
blend of voices that make up the 
Puerto Rican community.”

 Mr. López Rivera’s place of 
honor has also troubled and 
divided city and state political 
leaders. Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito say they plan to 
march. Ms. Mark-Viverito, who 
represents East Harlem and is 
Puerto Rican, has long called for 
Mr. López Rivera’s release. 

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo also said 
he would not attend but did not 
elaborate. His spokeswoman, 
Dani Lever, said: “The gover-
nor’s support and long-term 
affection for the Puerto Rican 
community remains unwaver-
ing. Unfortunately, he will not be 
marching in this year’s parade.” 

Some are less troubled by 
Mr. López Rivera’s role in the 
parade. “I don’t view him as a 
terrorist,” Jorge Ayala said in an 
interview conducted in Spanish 
at the restaurant he owns and 

manages, La Fonda Boricua. 
But he said he recognized the 
wide range of emotions stirred 
over the 74-year-old Mr. López 
Rivera’s role in the event. 

Mr. Paniagua, on the other 
hand, worries that Mr. López 
Rivera’s involvement will over-
shadow a celebration aimed at 
highlighting the contributions 
Puerto Ricans have made to 
American society.

Still, Mr. López Rivera’s 
involvement won’t keep Mr. Pa-
niagua away. After all, he said, 
the Puerto Rican Day Parade is 
much larger than one man.

“Hopefully, this controversy 
will eventually pass and people 
recognize the contribution 
Puerto Ricans have made to the 
United States,” Mr. Paniagua 
said. “We fought in wars and 
gave our lives. We’re American 
citizens.”
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Embracing What’s Natural, and Going Curly

Low-Cost Apartments 
Opened Up to Seniors   

By ALLANA J. BAREFIELD 

Loretta Rucker walked into 
Miss Jessie’s hair salon in SoHo, 
her honey caramel curls bouncing 
as she proceeded to the washing 
station for a wash and go — a 
shampoo, some product, a quick 
blast under the dryer and a blow 
dry with a diffuser to fluff out the 
volume of her ringlets.

There were no harmful chemi-
cals used, no taut blow drying, 
no suppressing her mass of cork-
screw curls.

“I came up during the ‘black 
is beautiful’ era and immediately 
wanted to be in my natural hair 
and did that for years,” said Ms. 
Rucker, who lives in Brooklyn and 
is the executive director of the 
African-American Public Radio 
Consortium. Her natural styles 
have included, she said, Afros, 
cornrows and braids.

Celebrities like the singer 
Solange Knowles and the actress 
Tracee Ellis Ross also rock their 
curls. So do many ordinary New 
Yorkers, whose curls can be seen 
swaying along with the motion of 
subway cars.

A number of bloggers promote 
the look as a way of self-accep-
tance and personal comfort.

For black women in particular, 
wearing their natural hair has 
become a way to shed long-held 
conventions of what is acceptable 
for them in a society in which their 
hair has often been seen as unat-
tractive and interpreted in a harsh 
political light.

“For young black girls, hair is 
not just something to play with, 
it is something that is laden with 
messages, and it has the power 
to dictate how others treat you, 
and in turn, how you feel about 
yourself,” Cheryl Thompson wrote 
in “Black Women and Identity: 
What’s Hair Got to Do With It?,” 
published in 2008 by the University 
of Michigan.

It can also carry social and 
political weight, she said, citing 
the book “Hair Raising: Beauty, 
Culture, and African American 
Women” by Noliwe Rooks.

“Hair in 1976 spoke to racial 
identity politics as well as bond-
ing between African American 
women. Its style could lead to ac-
ceptance or rejection from certain 
groups and social classes, and its 
styling could provide the possibil-
ity of a career,” Ms. Rooks wrote.

Hair remains a subject of ten-

sion between black girls and white 
authorities. In May, twin sisters at 
Mystic Valley Regional Charter 
School in Malden, Mass., were 
suspended for having braids with 
extensions, which school officials 
had deemed a distraction from 
learning. The dress code also 
banned hair coloring but was not 
enforced for white students, critics 
pointed out. The school district 
eventually reversed itself, accord-
ing to The Associated Press.

“Culturally, we need to wake 

up,” Ms. Rucker said. “Is that 
so much different from judging 
people by their skin tone?”

The natural trend is both a reac-
tion to those perceived restrictions 
and part of a movement toward 
a more natural treatment of 
hair known as protective styles. 
Women are avoiding the damag-
ing chemicals frequently used in 
salons to “control” black hair.

In early April, Michelle Obama 
gave a boost to supporters of pro-
tective styles when she was photo-

graphed with her natural hair — a 
departure after eight years as first 
lady in which her hair was almost 
always straightened or artificially 
curled.

Bloggers like Tyla Gilmore 
applauded Mrs. Obama, using the 
moment to encourage their follow-
ers to embrace the look. 

Curly was not common at the 
predominantly white elementary 
and middle schools she attended, 
said Ms. Gilmore, whose heritage 
is mixed. “I was super insecure,” 

she said. “I just never thought I 
was going to put the straightener 
down.”

But in 2014 she went natural. 
She said her curly hair gives 
her a sense of who she is as a 
person. “It’s my individuality, my 
strength.” 

Ashly Rodriguez, a blogger, said 
she relaxed her hair for 10 years 
until going natural at 23.

“Make sure you’re doing it for 
you; don’t do it because it’s popu-
lar, don’t do it because all your 
friends are doing it,” she said. “It’s 
not a trend but a lifestyle.”  

Another blogger, Veronica 
Bonilla, said others had not always 
reacted well to her look. “I was 
working in a doctor’s office and 
sometimes they would ask me to 
tie my hair up because, according 
to them, it was too much,” she said.

“I’m not going to tie my hair up; 
my hair is who I am.”

The popularity of the style has 
prompted many companies to 
come out with new products and 
salons to offer services to curly-
haired customers.

Miss Jessie’s is doing both. Miko 
and Titi Branch, sisters, started 
out by founding a salon in the 
Boerum Hill section of Brooklyn 
in 1997. In 2004, they came out 
with the first of their curly hair 
products, and they now have a line 
with names like Pillow Soft Curls 
and Curly Pudding.

“I would be mistaken if I 
thought it was a trend,” Miko 
Branch said of the curly look. “But 
it is fun and it is very fashionable. 
And is it trendy then? Absolutely.”
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Loretta Rucker, who has worn her natural curls for years, gets her hair volumized by Romy Lopez, a stylist at Miss Jessie’s in Manhattan.

By BRIANA ERICKSON

A former dormitory for nurses, 
vacant since it was damaged 
in Hurricane Sandy, will soon 
reopen as apartments for the 
elderly, expanding New York 
City’s supply of housing for a 
population struggling under 
skyrocketing rents.

The Draper Hall Apartments 
at 1918 First Avenue, opening 
later this year, are now drawing 
applicants for 51 units intended 
for elderly residents of the sur-
rounding neighborhood, East 
Harlem. Ultimately, 202 units in 
the building will be available.

But even advocates said these 
apartments would hardly put 
a dent in the demand for safe 
housing at rents that people can 
afford — particularly in neigh-
borhoods like Harlem, where 
gentrification drives up costs and 
gobbles up vacancies.

“We want to make sure that 
seniors can stay in the neighbor-
hood, so they don’t have to move 
out of a community they have 
lived in all of their life,” said Noel 
Alicea, a spokesman for Metro-
politan Hospital Center, which 
owns the former dormitory. 

The 14-story building has been 
out of commission since 2012, 
when Hurricane Sandy plowed 

through the East Coast. But in 
2014, Metropolitan Hospital, part 
of the city’s medical system, of-
fered the site to a developer for 
senior housing.

The city granted a 99-year 
lease to SKA Marin, a real estate 
developer in Great Neck, N.Y. 
The company obtained financing 
and subsidies from the city to 
convert the residence and add 
features like a laundry room, a 
community room and an outdoor 
recreation area. In return, SKA 
Marin pays $100,000 a year to the 
city. 

Tenants are eligible if they 
meet Section 8 guidelines and 
make $38,000 or less a year. They 
are required to pay 30 percent 
of their income in rent; the rest 
is subsidized. The rooms have 
energy-efficient appliances and 
senior-accessible features such 
as seated showers, rails and call 
buttons.

“The fact that it’s across the 
street from the hospital is obvi-
ously a plus,” Mr. Alicea said.  

The city is accepting applica-
tions for the first 51 apartments 
until July 10, and the units will 
be assigned by a lottery. The re-
maining apartments, for seniors 
already on a waiting list, will be 
assigned by the end of the year.

SKA Marin also locked down 
$59.7 million in financing from 
the New York City Housing 

Development Corporation for a 
152-unit affordable housing com-
plex nearby, a spokesman for the 
developer confirmed Wednesday. 

Nearly 1.44 million people 
60 and older live in New York 
City, and the city estimates this 
number will grow to 1.84 million 
by 2030.

Approximately 33 percent 
of them are living alone, and 
many struggle with rising rents 
in areas like Harlem, which are 
attracting more middle- to high-
income families.

A recent study reported that 
200,000 low-income seniors were 
on waiting lists for affordable 
housing citywide. 

Part of the problem is that 
seniors are holding onto apart-
ments that are larger than they 
need; they want to stay in the 
neighborhood and don’t have 
other options. Adding units for 
them has a secondary benefit: 
Larger apartments can become 
available to local families. 

“There’s a need for affordable 
housing for all age levels,” Mr. 
Alicea said. “By creating housing 
that’s targeted to seniors, that’s a 
benefit for everyone.”

The city is trying multiple ap-
proaches to relieve the burden, 
but most, like the Draper Hall 
Apartments, are merely chipping 
away as demand continues to 
rise.

One alternative is the Senior 
Citizen Rent Increase Exemption 
program, through which qualify-
ing New Yorkers can apply to 
have their rents frozen; in return, 
landlords receive a property-tax 
reduction. 

The New York Foundation for 
Senior Citizens’ home-sharing 
program allows people to keep 
their homes by bringing in a 
roommate. This year, 68 room-
mates have been assigned, 
already equaling last year’s total. 

Those matched include a 
woman whose husband moved 
into a nursing home, said Linda 
Hoffman, president of the New 
York Foundation for Senior Citi-
zens. To stay in Manhattan, she 
was paired with a man blinded by 
glaucoma, who sold his co-op and 
couldn’t afford rent. 

Some seniors also fear living 
alone. One 96-year-old woman, 
a retired bookkeeper and hat-
maker, lived in a two-bedroom 
apartment in Harlem for 14 
years, according to an account 
emailed by the home-sharing 
program, which said the woman 
did not want to be identified.

When her daughter died, she 
became anxious and had asthma 
attacks at night. 

In February, she was matched 
with a 45-year-old woman who 
wanted to live in a quieter, less-
crowded apartment. Now, the 
96-year-old woman receives $170 
a month in payments toward 
household expenses and also has 
a sense of security, according to 
the group’s account.

“We save souls. It’s very re-
warding,” Ms. Hoffman said.

Making a small dent 
in the demand for 
affordable housing.
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Above, a Puerto Rican Pride event on the Lower East Side. Jorge Ayala, below, owner of La 
Fonda Boricua, said, “I’m proud of our culture, our way of protesting, of not conforming.”  

Choice to Lead Parade Splits Puerto Ricans

WATCH ONLINE 
Miss Jessie’s is where curly 
haired customers learn to 

accept and love their hair.  
Check out the video at
nyc17.nytimes-institute.com.
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By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE

In the Edward Corsi Houses, 
a public housing project for 
senior citizens in East Harlem, 
black mold has dotted Andres 
Figuereo’s bathroom ceiling for 
eight months. A hole near the 
base of his toilet is covered with 
strips of thick black tape to keep 
rats out. It took three months to 
get a maintenance crew to fix a 
broken window in his living room 
last year.

“Maybe they have not a lot of 
people working and they have a 
lot of other buildings,” said Mr. 
Figuereo, 87.

The New York City Housing 
Authority’s public housing sys-
tem is the largest in the country, 
with more than 400,000 residents 
in 326 buildings. Its apartments 
fall into disrepair because of 
administrative mismanagement 
and insufficient funding. And if 
President Trump’s proposed cuts 
to the federal housing budget 
hold up, things could get much 
worse for the perennially cash-
strapped housing authority.

Under the proposal, rents 
could rise and up to $340 million 
could be slashed from the author-
ity’s budget. Residents already 
wait weeks or months for staffers 

By MARIANA ALFARO

When voters in Manhattan’s 
District 31, which includes parts 
of Harlem and Washington 
Heights, elected Marisol Alcan-
tara to the New York Senate last 
year, they voted for a Democrat. 
They did so despite Ms. Alcan-
tara’s expressed interest in join-
ing a rogue group of Democratic 
state senators who collaborate 
with the Republicans. 

Ms. Alcantara is a member 
of the Independent Democratic 
Conference, a group of break-
away Democratic state senators 
that caucuses with Senate 
Republicans. Her 2016 election 
helped give the minority Repub-
licans the majority hold of the 
New York State Senate. 

Under a 2012 agreement, 
Republicans and I.D.C. members 
share the leadership of the 
State Senate. And though Ms. 
Alcantara said she does not vote 
Republican, aligning with the 
I.D.C. gave her the support she 
needed for her campaign.

The I.D.C. directed its back-
ers to financially support her 
candidacy. Once in Albany, she 
remained loyal to the I.D.C., 
crediting it with helping her be-
come the only Latina in the state 
Senate. 

Ms. Alcantara, a former labor 
union organizer who lives in 
Washington Heights, said she 
was also attracted to the I.D.C. 
by Diane Sevino, a State Senator 
representing District 23 who was 
also a former organizer. 

“She came out of the labor 
movement, just like I did, and 
she offered to help and I said yes, 
why not,” Ms. Alcantara said. 

Senate Democrats numerically 
hold the chamber’s majority by 
the smallest of margins — 32 to 
31. But the I.D.C. has effectively 
rendered the Democratic Party 
the minority party. As well as

By CHARLES CLARK

In Harlem, debates have 
erupted over high-end grocery 
stores, affordable housing and 
historic buildings. Now, the latest 
discussion and dissent is over the 
name Harlem itself, as develop-
ers adopt “SoHa” as a nickname 
for South Harlem.

“SoHa” has popped up on 
everything from restaurants and 
coffee shops to farmers markets 
and pediatric offices over the 
past decade, as real estate pro-
fessionals seek a catchy way to 
market the area of Harlem from 
West 110th to 125th streets.

Marketers say the argument 
for “SoHa,” which appears to 
have first been used around 2001, 
is the same as other renamed 

neighborhoods: It might draw 
new businesses and residents, as 
well as add a buzzy flair.

“It brings in more interested 
developers, it brings infrastruc-
ture and capital investment,” said 
Santiago Conway, owner of Con-
way and Partners, a global real 
estate and marketing agency not 
involved in the rebranding. 

Tony Bruno, owner of Max 
SoHa, a restaurant that has been 
in the South Harlem area since 
2000, said the name doesn’t take 
away from Harlem, but serves a 
real estate purpose and helps the 
area be a bit more attractive.

“I think it is an identity, 
nothing to replace one name or 
demoralize another name,” he 

By ALLANA J. BAREFIELD

On a gloomy morning in 
Brooklyn, a crowd gathered on 
the street under a familiar face. 
A mural of the Notorious B.I.G., 
the rapper also known as Big-
gie Smalls, loomed over them, 
stretching across a three-story 
building. They hopped out of cabs 
to snap pictures and touched the 
wall, whispering, “Thank you.” 
Some left roses. One person left 
an empty bottle of Hennessy.

The streets around the mural 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, like much 
of Brooklyn, have transformed 
into something vastly different 
since a young Biggie walked 
them more than two decades ago. 
But when proposed changes to an 
apartment building threatened to 
erase the mural, the resistance 
they sparked and the crowds 
they drew were a reminder of 
how strong a connection Biggie 
still had with his old neighbor-
hood 20 years after his death.

“He put Bedford-Stuy on the 
map,” Katrina Canedy, a local fan, 
said. “I didn’t care if I wasn’t get-
ting any of his money. I felt rich 
through his music.”

The mural, depicting Biggie 
in a gold chain and crown, was 
painted in 2015 by Scott Zimmer-
man and Naoufal Alaoui from the 
art collective Spread Art NYC. 
They chose the corner of Bed-
ford Avenue and Quincy Street 
because the rapper was filmed 
freestyling on a nearby sidewalk 
when he was 17.

The owner of the building re-
cently said he planned to remove 
the mural as a part of renova-
tions. That caused an uproar 
this month, with a petition and a 
flurry of Instagram and Twitter 
posts drawing the support of the 
Brooklyn Nets, the rapper T.I. 
and other hip-hop artists. Last 
week, a spokesperson for Spread

GABRIELLA ANGOTTI-JONES/NYT INSTITUTE

A Sense of Community Is Brewing
Celeste Beatty started brewing beer to bring her community together. She didn’t expect to feel like an outsider. Page A9. 
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Nationalist Choice Divides Community
Plans to honor the militant Oscar López Rivera in this year’s Puerto Rican Day Parade have ex-
posed a rift in East Harlem. Page A10.
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Albany Democrat 
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ANOTHER CRUSHING BLOW 
TO LONG-AILING PROJECTS 

Clerical Errors
 Threaten Aid;
 Students Lose 

Big Brooklyn Controversy 
   Over Biggie Smalls Mural 

SoHa? Nah, We’re Just Going to Stick With Harlem  
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Hans Honschar, a community activist, paints a message on the 
sidewalk resisting the rebranding of South Harlem. Continued on Page A8
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Continued on Page A3

Continued on Page A8

By BRIANA ERICKSON

It was a typo that prevented 
Fordham University from getting 
federal funding for a program in 
existence for over 50 years. At 
Columbia, it was a spacing error. 

For the Upward Bound pro-
grams at both universities, 2017 
turned out to be a tumultuous 
year. 

The programs, which help 
low-income high school students 
navigate the college process and 
become academically ready, have 
been caught up in the wheels 
of Washington politics, which 
threatens its funding and ability 
to sustain services for 283 stu-
dents.

In March, the institutions 
were two of 77 nationwide that 
were told their applications for 
funding were rejected for similar 
formatting errors, like not double 
spacing or using the wrong font. 
Because of clerical errors, the 
two New York City programs 
alone lost more than $1.2 million 
in federal aid. The next round of 
applications is five years away, 
and some programs around the 
nation have said they are at risk 
of shutting down. 

Then the wheels turned again, 
and $50 million for programs like 
Upward Bound were included in 
a recent congressional spending 
bill. On May 24, Secretary of 
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Art NYC announced that the 
landlord had relented.

 “I felt like someone just 
stabbed me in the chest,” Mr. 
Alaoui, known as Rocko, said of 
the moment he heard about the 
proposed removal, “because this 
wasn’t just us.” He said that he 
and Mr. Zimmerman, known as 
Zimer, had not signed the mural 
because “so many people de-
serve the credit, like his friends 
and his family and the people 
who grew up with him.”

Biggie, who was born Chris-
topher G. Wallace, grew up on 
St. James Place in what is now 
considered Clinton Hill, near the 
border of Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
the neighborhood he is typically 
associated with. He sold drugs as 
a teenager, but at 15, he shifted 
his focus to music. His first al-
bum, “Ready to Die,” sold about 
57,000 copies in the first week 
after its release in 1994, helping 
to vault him to fame. He received 
four Grammy nominations dur-
ing his career — including for the 
album “Life After Death,” which 
was released roughly two weeks 
after he died — but he never won.

Biggie was killed in a drive-by 
shooting in 1997, at the age of 

24, while he was in Los Angeles 
to promote his second album. 
People filled Brooklyn streets 
to watch his funeral procession, 
crying and stretching to touch 
the hearse.

The outpouring surprised 
many in New York who had not 
grasped the reach of his music. 
To his fans, the scope of the grief 
reflected the impression he left 
on hip-hop and, especially, on 
Brooklyn, which he had depicted 
so vividly in his songs.

“It was the local boy made 
good,” said Joseph Schloss, who 
teaches at Baruch College and 
studies hip-hop in social, political 
and cultural contexts. “One of 
our own was successful. It’s 
pride. It’s hope for yourself.”

Biggie was widely regarded as 

one of the greatest M.C.s, known 
for the style, wordplay and cha-
risma he expressed through his 
music. He did not hold back in his 
descriptions of the violence of his 

neighborhood, his drug dealing, 
and the ties he felt not just to his 
city or neighborhood but to his 
block. 

“He was always honest, and 

he was always thoughtful,” Dr. 
Schloss said. “He was a regular 
person in terms of how he looked. 
He was overweight, but he made 
himself glamorous and beautiful 

through his skills and the way he 
carried himself, which is also a 
Brooklyn thing.” 

For Dr. Schloss, one song in 
particular stuck out: “Juicy,” 
Biggie’s debut single. In it, Dr. 
Schloss said, he noticed a deeper 
meaning behind Biggie’s lyrics. 
“It was about a guy making 
it, but there was always this 
melancholy aspect to it,” he said. 
“In the world he lived in, most 
people’s success doesn’t last, so 
that’s just part of the deal.”

But on the corner in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, the mural was a sign 
of how his legacy had endured. 

Emanuel Perry, like many 
around the neighborhood, grew 
up listening to Biggie. The qual-
ity of hip-hop, in his estimation, 
has diminished in the years since 
Biggie’s death. “They don’t have 
the essence, the heart,” he said, 
“that key ingredient.”

Ms. Canedy can be driving 

down the street, she said, and 
if a Biggie song comes on, she 
still gets goosebumps. “I have to 
blast the song,” she said. “I get 
excited! I feel like I’m Biggie!” 

He continues to influence 
up-and-coming hip-hop artists in 
Brooklyn, some of whom were 
children at the height of his ca-
reer. “He personified Brooklyn,” 
said Najee James, a 27-year-old 
rapper. “You relate to him so 
much.”

The artists who created the 
mural think the fight to save it 
showed that, as much as Brook-
lyn had changed, Biggie’s legacy 
could not be scrubbed away. 

“I feel like he is still here,” Mr. 
Alaoui said. “It’s hard to think of 
New York City as missing Biggie. 
I don’t feel like he’s absent, par-
tially because of the mural and 
partially because his presence is 
still around.”

By TYLISA C. JOHNSON

James Baldwin left Harlem, 
but Harlem never left him. The 
essays, the poetry, the novels 
that flowed from him over 50 
years stemmed from the uptown 
streets he walked, the bars and 
speakeasies he frequented, the 
schools he attended, even the 
church he briefly led.

Now, 30 years after his death 
in France, the expatriate’s pa-
pers have come home, his legacy 
having made a full circle. The 77 
boxes, full of Baldwin’s manu-
scripts, photos, letters, notes and 
more, are at the Schomburg Cen-
ter for Research in Black Culture 
on Malcolm X Boulevard, where 
his essence lives on. Simultane-
ously, he’s being celebrated in 
bookstores, museums, schools, 
churches and by the people who 
walked the same streets he did.

It was a nearly spiritual expe-
rience for Alexsandra Mitchell 
seeing the boxes arrive to the 
Schomburg Center. There, 
Baldwin’s work will be displayed 
among writings by Maya An-
gelou and other 20th century 
African-American authors. 

“The perfect place for him to 
be is with his peers here,” said 

Ms. Mitchell, a librarian and 
archivist at the Schomburg Cen-
ter, who curated the weeklong 
exhibition in April. Baldwin, born 
in Harlem, was a novelist, essay-
ist and author of such titles as 
“The Fire Next Time,” “Go Tell It 
On The Mountain,” and “Another 
Country.”

Ms. Mitchell remembers when 
she first found out the Schom-
burg Center would receive the 
papers.

“There was just a deep rever-
ence. I remember my supervisor 
saying ‘We’re going to do you 
justice,’ and I remember carrying 
that feeling the entire time.”

At 128th Street and Fifth 
Avenue, steps away from the 
James Baldwin Place sign, is the 

former P.S. 24, the elementary 
school Baldwin attended. It is 
now Harlem Renaissance High 
School, where both teachers and 
students still find ways to pay 
tribute to Baldwin. 

Zena Wouadjou, an Advanced 
Placement English teacher at the 
high school, said Baldwin’s work 
has been a theme to freedom for 
her. 

She vividly remembers, as a 
10 year old, watching a made-
for-television movie of Baldwin’s 
“Go Tell it On The Mountain.” 
Her parents, she said, let her 
leave the Bronx only to go to 
a bookstore in Harlem to get 
Baldwin books. “James Baldwin 
makes you confront yourself,” 
she said. 

Now, Ms. Wouadjou has found 
ways to integrate Baldwin’s 
literature into her curriculum. 

“His work is always relevant. 
It’s something that the kids can 
always connect to. The ideas and 
topics are always something that 
can engage the students.”

Ms. Wouadjou uses Baldwin’s 
writings to encourage  her 
students to read more African-
American novels, essays and 
plays. 

In a few weeks, Ms. Wouadjou 
will host a public discussion with 
Vanessa Emile, another English 
teacher at the school, titled Con-
fronting Self, about why teachers 
sometimes shy away from teach-
ing Baldwin, with his wrenching 
explorations of race, class and 
sexual identity.

A few blocks away, at 
Revolution Books, on Malcolm 
X Boulevard, customers trail in 
daily seeking Baldwin novels. 
“Giovanni’s Room” and “The 
Fire Next Time” are among the 
more popular titles, and Revolu-
tion must continually replenish 
empty bookshelves.

“There is no writer as 
synonymous with Harlem as 
Baldwin,” said Raymond Lotta, 
a spokesperson for Revolution 
Books. “James Baldwin’s work is 
so vital to what this bookstore is 
about. His voice resonates with 
us today. A writer like Baldwin, 
though he himself was not a 
revolutionary, he had hopes that 
America could become some-
thing other than what it is.”

In the early 1990s, a few 
years after Baldwin’s death, 

David Leeming sorted Baldwin’s 
material that is now held at the 
Schomburg Center.

Mr. Leeming was a young 
English instructor, fresh out of 
Princeton, when he met Baldwin 
almost 60 years ago in Istanbul, 
at a social gathering. Baldwin 
was sitting at a kitchen counter 
penning the last words of “An-
other Country.” Their friendship 

was immediate and lifelong, 
Leeming said. Baldwin dedicated 
“Tell Me How Long the Train’s 
Been Gone” to Mr. Leeming.

About the new Schomburg 
acquisition, Mr. Leeming said it’s 
what Baldwin wanted.

 “When I was with him, when 
he was passing, we talked about 
that, and he definitely said he 
wanted his papers put in the 

Schomburg,” because he’d spent 
so much time there during his 
adolescence.

“He was a genuine writer,” Mr. 
Leeming said. “He really wanted 
to know what people thought, 
what they did, how they thought, 
why they thought.”

Ms. Mitchell, the archivist, 
said the Schomburg Center 
has already had another small 

exhibition since April, adding 
that the public will come to learn 
much more about Baldwin, the 
writer and the man, as curators 
continue to delve into the 77 
boxes. “His lasting influence in 
Harlem is largely evident with 
the archive being here,” she said. 
Baldwin’s gift will live on “for 
people to research for 100, 200, 
even 300 more years.”

What’s the Big City Without Biggie?
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James Baldwin, photographed at his apartment in 1972. 

A mural shows the 
lasting impact of the 
Notorious B.I.G. 

77 Boxes: Baldwin’s 
Legacy Will Live On
At Schomburg Center

1. Public School 24
22 East 128th Street

Baldwin’s elementary school, 
once known as “P.S. 24” or Public 
School 24, is now a high school 
named Harlem Renaissance High 
School. The block the school is 
on — 128th between Fifth & Madi-
son avenues — was renamed to 
“James Baldwin Place” in 2014 by 
the City Council in dedication to 
Baldwin. 

2. Frederick Douglass Academy
2581 Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 
Boulevard

Baldwin’s junior high school.

3. DeWitt Clinton High School
100 West Mosholu Parkway South

Baldwin’s high school in the Bronx 
where he graduated in 1942.

4. Mikell’s
Corner of Columbus Avenue  
and West 97th Street

Mikell’s, once a club, now a Whole 
Foods Market, was a place Bald-
win frequented, usually sitting in 
the middle of the bar to write and 
drink. 

5. Fireside Pentecostal Assembly
71 Thayer Street

The church where Baldwin served 
as a pastor.

6. Cathedral of Saint John  
the Divine
1047 Amsterdam Avenue

The church where Baldwin’s  
funeral was held.

From Page 1

The author’s papers 
find a permanent 
home in Harlem.

ALEXANDRA MOREO/NYT INSTITUTE

Above: People watched the funeral procession of the rapper 
Biggie Smalls, in 1997. Nearly 20 years later, his mural, left, 
may be removed. Flowers can be found under the mural.

MIA TORRES/NYT INSTITUTE





Uncertainty for Cuban fencers
As policy shifts, West Roxbury coach who invited them worries it might
be their last trip to US

Members of a Cuban fencing team relaxed at the International Fencing Club in West Roxbury after
practicing in preparation for competition this weekend at Brandeis University. (photos by Lane
Turner/Globe Staff)

By Allana J. Barefield  GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

In February, fencing coach Cesar Morales traveled from Boston to his homeland of Cuba to

          

Image 1 of 2 NEXT IMAGE

infinity://TEXTUP
infinity://TEXTDOWN
javascript:void(0)


attend Pan-American championship games, his first trip back to the country he left more
than 20 years ago.

While he was there, he saw a fencing team called Sabre and was so impressed with the skill
of the seven women on it that he invited them to come to Boston.

This weekend, his West Roxbury-based team, which is a mix of men and women, will
compete against Sabre in the Pomme de Terre games at Brandeis University.

Morales grew up in Cuba and has fenced since he was a little boy. He came to the United
States to further his fencing career in 1995 and has been head coach and owner of the
International Fencing Club in West Roxbury since 2010.

Fencing offers important benefits to players though the sport is sometimes overlooked,
Morales said.

“Fencing helps with your focus, your endurance, your coordination, your balance,’’ he said.

With President Trump’s announcement Friday that he wanted to tighten travel and business
relations between the United States and Cuba, Morales worries that the Sabre team may not
be able to return to the United States. He was distraught over that possibility, he said.

“It doesn’t make me feel happy, you know, closing the relationship between Cuba,’’ he said.
“Our hope is to continue to do this, and our goal is for them to come back.’’

Seeing two such different teams from two such different countries bond over a sport, as he
has this past week, Morales said, is a moment that he will forever cherish.

“Music or sports can bring together two countries so close but at the same time are so far
apart,’’ he said.

Sabre, a professional team that competes on the national and international levels, has been
around since 1997, competing in contests like the Pan-American Games and Centro-
American Games, in which its fencers have won bronze.



The team is preparing for the Centro-American games in Colombia a year from August.

Sabre’s coach, Leonel Wade, has been working with most of the women on the team since
they were 17. They are now in their early and late 20s, and he is gratified to see them come
so far.

“[After] working with them for so many years, they feel part of a family,’’ he said.

Darlin Robert, 25, a player on the Sabre team, said she had dreamed of coming to the United
States, but did not always think it would be become a reality.

“I feel very happy,’’ she said. “It feels like a family here.’’

Robert, who lives in Havana, said she knows there is a chance this could be her last time in
the United States, if Trump’s attempts to tighten travel between the two countries goes
through.

“If I can come [again], then that is fine, but if Trump decides to not let me come anymore,
then I will have to adjust,’’ Robert said.

Robert’s teammate, Yaritza Goulet, 27, who also lives in Havana, said she is loving her
experience in the United States and is proud of making it to this weekend’s competition.

“All my hard work is paying off,’’ she said. “I’m going to feel very happy if I win a medal this
weekend,’’ she said.

Her next goal, she said, is to qualify for the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo.

And the Sabre team has left its mark on the American team.

Bailey Michell, 20, of Newton, who attends University of Massachusetts Amherst and has
been fencing since he was 10, said having the Cubans here, even for less than a week, has
pushed him to grow as an athlete.

“Seeing new techniques showed me where my own flaws are,’’ he said.



He has fenced outside the country, including in England and Israel, but it was his local
fencing club that helped him better understand people with different backgrounds, he said.

“There are little things that are totally normal for them but really weird to me,’’ he said, “But
it’s fun to see. It changes how you look and interact with the people around you.’’

Michell was finding the Sabre players inspiring.

“The sky is higher than you think it is,’’ he said. “If you push yourself maybe more than what
you think is possible, then you can get to that next level.’’

Allana J. Barefield can be reached at allana.barefield@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter

@Allana_B18.
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‘David Ortiz Drive’ latest honor for Boston
favorite
By Allana J. Barefield GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

There is a new street outside Fenway Park — David Ortiz Drive — and it says that the
illustrious designated hitter will always have a home in Boston, said Tom Werner, chairman
of the Boston Red Sox.

“There is so many reasons you are deserving of this honor, beginning with the three World
Series trophies we would not have had without your contribution,’’ Werner said.

As Ortiz walked up to the stage many in the crowd started clapping and yelling his nickname
“Big Papi.’’

Ortiz, who played 14 seasons with the Red Sox, was a 10-time all-star and named the most
valuable player during the 2013 World Series.

Ortiz accepted his latest honor early Thursday afternoon as Yawkey Way Extension was
renamed for him in a ceremony outside Fenway Park, saying he was thankful to have had an
effect during his time in Boston.

“I thank God every day for giving me the opportunity to be part of this wonderful city,’’ Ortiz
said. “Boston has been the city that I have shared all kinds and sorts of emotions with.
Boston basically has been just like my hometown, the Dominican Republic.’’

The crowd of fans who gathered to see him honored included young baseball and softball
players from nearby schools.

“But perhaps the most important reason [the honor is deserved] is reflected by the presence
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of these young athletes at this ceremony,’’ said Werner. “You have been and you will
continue to be a inspiration.’’

Ortiz’s No. 34 will be retired during Friday’s Red Sox game against the Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh said that Ortiz was there for the city when it needed someone to lean
on in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon bombings.

“In one of our darkest moments as a city somebody [Ortiz] was there for us a couple days
later,’’ he said “That lifted us right up.’’

Kiesha Santana , 18, plays softball for John D. O’Bryant School of Mathematics and Science.
Her family is from the Dominican Republic, like Ortiz. She said he is a role model for many,
but especially for Boston’s Dominican population.

“When you see someone do it, you’re like, “Oh, I can do it too, especially because we come
from pretty much the same background, morals, and values,’’ she said.

Allana J. Barefield can be reached at allana.barefield@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter

at @Allana_B18.
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By Rachel Zoll
AP Writer

BROOMFIELD, Colo. (AP) — As
his surge in heavily evangelical Iowa
puts a spotlight on his faith,
Republican presidential candidate
Ben Carson is opening up about his
membership in the Seventh-Day
Adventist Church. He embraces it as
right for him while also framing his
beliefs in broad terms that aim to
transcend divisions among

Christians.
In an interview with The Associated

Press, days after GOP rival Donald
Trump criticized Carson’s church,
the retired neurosurgeon said his
relationship with God was “the most
important aspect. It’s not really
denomination specific.”

Carson discussed a brief period as a
college student when he questioned
whether to stay in the church. And in
his own criticism, he said it was a
“huge mistake” that the top Adventist

policymaking body recently voted
against ordaining women. “I don’t
see any reason why women can’t be
ordained,” he said.

The remarks are Carson’s most
expansive about his church since he
joined the 2016 contest. Voters have
come to know him for his faith-
infused policy stands, including his
opposition to abortion and gay mar-
riage, without hearing much from

The New Orleans Office of Inspector
General (OIG) on Wednesday released a
report titled “Sewerage & Water Board Take-
Home Vehicles” that shed light on the system
used to assign cars to S&WB employees that
live outside of Orleans Parish and the financial
toll it takes on the city’s taxpayers and the
S&WB budget. OIG investigators found a lack
of oversight exposed the S&WB to potential
fraud, waste and abuse. Investigators also dis-
covered several examples of the S&WB vio-
lating its policies for take-home vehicles.
Take-home vehicles are assigned for the sole
purpose of responding to emergencies after
normal duty hours, but almost half of the
employees assigned vehicles lived outside of
Orleans Parish. However, instead of putting
controls in place to strengthen oversight, the
S&WB either did not enforce its policies or
eliminated them altogether.

The decision to provide S&WB employees
with take-home car privileges resulted in addi-

By Courtne’ Dixon
Contributing Writer

WASHINGTON (Special to the
Trice Edney News Wire from the
Howard University News
Service) - The Black Lives Matter

movement, which many have
embraced and others have claimed
is anti-police, received an endorse-
ment from the nation’s highest law
enforcement officer, President
Barack Obama, during a special
White House session to deal with

reforming the nation’s criminal
justice system.

Speaking to law enforcement offi-
cials, including 50 of the nation’s
top police chiefs Oct. 22, Obama
said the movement is addressing an
important issue – deaths of unarmed

Black men and women at the hands
of law enforcement - and is not
racist or exclusionary, as its critics
have claimed.

“I think the reason that the organ-The undermanned New Orleans Police
Department is again being criticized for slow
response times to calls for assistance. Not only
are NOPD response times long, but records
show that those response times have gotten

progressively longer
over the past three years.

An analysis of
NOPD calls for assis-
tance conducted by
Nola.com/The Times
Picayune and FOX 8
News found that the
average wait for the
police to dispatch an
officer to the scene of
a crime was 73 min-
utes, more than four
times the average

dispatch time of 15 minutes in 2011.
Data showed that the wait time was decided-

ly longer in certain parts of the city like eastern
New Orleans, where the average wait exceeded
two hours. The lowest wait time was 36 min-
utes in the 70131 zip code in Algiers.  

The wait time was even worse for victims of
nonviolent crimes. Burglary victims, for exam-
ple, routinely wait more than four hours for
police assistance. On the flip side, homicides
and armed robberies usually get an officer dis-
patched in eight and 19 minutes respectively.

“I knew that when I accepted this position
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By Allana Barefield
Contributing Writer

The stadium was crowded. Fans were
screaming at the top of their lungs rooting for
the players on the field. Then, suddenly
silence. A deafening silence.

Devon Walker was a rising Tulane University
football player until he injured his C3 and C4
vertebrae and became paralyzed from the neck
down on Sept. 8, 2012. 

Three years later, Devon Walker is writing the
next chapter of his story.

“I was praying I wasn’t going to die,” said
Devon Walker. The game was against the
University of Tulsa where he was playing in the
position of safety. 

Walker’s injury captured national headlines
and his university has stepped up to care for
him for the rest of his life. But as Will
Smith’s new movie Concussion generates
controversy and sheds light on professional
injuries, many student athletes suffer minor
or major injuries that potentially eliminate
them from launching the career they have
dreamed of for most of their lives. 

The National Athletic Trainers Association
estimates there are on average 12,500 injuries
per year in college athletics. About one-quarter
of those injuries are considered serious or
severe, and at least one-third of athletes have
experienced a concussion. Before even reaching
college, the Southwest Athletic Trainers
Association estimates that high school athletes

alone, have suffered two million injuries, made
500,000 doctor visits with 30,000 hospitaliza-
tions. All within a one-year period.  In 2011
there were 39 sports-related deaths. 

The life of an injured student athlete is one
that psychologists say shows the perseverance
of a young person who has learned about life
through the discipline of sports.

Walker speaks in confidence that everything
he does in life has meaning to it. After a three-
hour surgery to stabilize his spine in 2012 he
admits he is grateful to be alive – grateful to still
be able to see his loved ones. Walker may be
bound to a wheelchair, but sitting down and
breathing through a plastic straw to navigate his

Carson says Seventh-DayAdventism is right for him
Continued on Pg. 7

Photo by Allana Barefield

Devon Walker, above, played safety with the Tulane Green Wave when in 2012 he was injured in a game. The result of that injury is that Walker is
now paralyzed from the neck down.



tional costs for fuel and mainte-
nance. In 2014 the S&WB spent
approximately $394,000 for its 110
take-home cars, but OIG investiga-
tors found that the S&WB failed to
take several basic steps to ensure
that take-home vehicle privileges
were necessary and cost effective.
For example, the S&WB: 

• Did not establish a response
time requirement during emergency
events;

• Eliminated the requirement for

employees to respond to at least
four emergencies per month to
qualify for take-home vehicle priv-
ileges’

• Expanded the allowable com-
muting distance for employees with
take-home vehicles and

• Eliminated the requirement
that all take-home vehicle assign-
ments be subject to review and
written approval by the S&WB
Vehicle Committee.

The S&WB vehicle policy
required that all take-home vehicle

assignments had to be reviewed by
the S&WB Vehicle Committee.
Each take-home vehicle recom-
mendation form had to be approved
and signed by the Safety
Committee Chairman. However,
the S&WB did not adhere to the
policy because the Safety
Committee Chairman did not sign
104 out of 105 forms provided to
the OIG. The only form that includ-
ed a signature was completed by
the Safety Committee Chairman
himself. On March 15, 2015, the

S&WB revised its vehicle policy
and eliminated the requirements
that forms must be completed by
employees, approved by the vehicle
committee, and signed by the
Safety Committee Chairman.

According to senior S&WB offi-
cials, employees are assigned take-
home vehicles in order to respond
directly to emergencies after nor-
mal duty hours. However, the
S&WB was unable to provide an

wheelchair does not stop him. He
wants to build a legacy, his empire,
he calls it, a testament to his sec-
ond lease on life. He now holds a
Bachelor of Science in Cell and
Molecular Biology from Tulane.
He says he recognizes how fortu-
nate he has been with the support
and attention he’s received locally,
but many others are not. Now, he’s
ready to give back. 

His nonprofit organization, The
Walker Foundation, will officially
launch this month with high school
and college athletes who suffer with
spinal injuries. Through his founda-
tion he wants to help families pur-
chase medical equipment to use
every day to allow them to transition
after a devastating injury. Before his
injury, the New Orleans native, who
attended Destrehan High School,
had dreamed of getting drafted to
play with the Saints after college.
Yet despite the blow to his career,
Walker is still a big dreamer.

“I envision The Walker
Foundation to eventually spread
around the world,” Walker said. “I
want to be known for helping to find
the cure for spinal chord injuries,”
he said. The love for football will
always be part of his life. The New
Orleans native grew up watching the
Saints on TV and imagined himself
being on that field.  

“This was my dream, everyone
dreams of playing at that next level
and once it ends you wish you can
go back,” Walker said. Getting to
sign a contract with the Saints in
2014 “made me feel like a kid at
Christmas,” Walker said. The
Saints presented Walker with the
contract because of his leadership
role in the community and his
attributes when he played at
Tulane. “Even though I can’t play
on the field I’m still cheering
everyone on to reach their fullest
potential,” Walker said.

He wants to study the science of
his injury. So he keeps busy by
juggling the non-profit with grad-
uate studies at Tulane as he seeks
to earn another degree, a Masters
in Neuroscience. “Two days a
week I attend rehab where I am
getting feeling back in my biceps,
triceps, and arms,” Walker said of
his progress. “My family, friends,
and coaches love my foundation
to keep fighting. I won’t let some-
one tell me I can’t do something,”
Walker added. 

Walker’s injuries are well known

and visible, but many other student
athletes carry on in obscurity. No
one would suspect Xavier
University junior Eliqua Brooks to
have suffered a major sporting
injury. Hers was a concussion.
Basketball was her life and she
transferred from Angelina College
in Lufkin, Texas to Xavier in 2014.
She soon became a standout where
she played shooting guard.
“Basketball has helped me get the
opportunity to get an education,”
Brooks said. “Playing this sport
has gotten me get off the streets in
Maryland where it would be my
outlet. I would go to the park and
practice with my friends but l
learned the game from watching
men play,” Brooks added. 

On Dec. 17, 2014, Brooks and
another player were both going after
the ball in the air when they collided
into one another. The doctors told
her she suffered a concussion, a bro-
ken nose, cheekbone, and that she
had lost sensation in her lip. 

“My injury still has control
over me till this day where I
don’t remember a lot of things
from the past,” Brooks added. Of
one of the most important things
she lost, Brooks said, was her
love and passion for the game
after the concussion.

“The injury affected my whole
outlook on my game and the
game,” Brooks said. “Even though
I do not play anymore for Xavier,
the group of ladies and coaches are
the ones who truly care about you,
not only on the court but off,” she
said of the support she still
receives. She doesn’t regret trans-
ferring to Xavier. It was here that
her coaches gave her career advice
to consider mass communication
as well as physical education as
additional career options. “I want-
ed to become a coach, so mass
communication is something I’m
trying to find interest in, but my
desire is to be a coach and help
kids learn the game,” Brooks said
of her dual interests. 

Looking into the minds of ath-
letes shows that there is a lot of
pressure on them to perform and
that they have an intense desire
for excellence, said Dr. Brian
Turner, a licensed clinical psy-
chologist and assistant professor
in the Department of Psychology
at Xavier. Turner, a New Orleans
native, understands this pressure
well as he too was a student ath-
lete that played football his four
years at Southern University and
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Ben Carson

‘Black Lives Matter’ is legit, says Pres. Obama

Adjusting after getting hurt is a hurdle

Report cites S&WB poor management

Continued on Page 8

him about his Adventism.
The Seventh-Day Adventist

Church was born from what is
known as the “Great
Disappointment,” when Jesus
failed to arrive in 1844 as expect-
ed by thousands of Christians.
Many of these disheartened faith-
ful, called Adventists for their
belief in Christ’s imminent return,
continued studying the Bible
together and set Saturday as their
Sabbath day of worship.

The church, formed in 1863 in
Battle Creek, Michigan, has a spir-
itual focus on healthy living and an
extensive network of hospitals and
medical clinics. Carson expressed
pride in the denomination, while
also trying to reach beyond it.

“There are a lot of people who
have a close relationship with God,
and you can generally tell who they
are by the way they act, the way
they treat other people,” he said
Wednesday, a few hours before the
GOP debate. “The reason that there
are like 4,000 denominations is that
people have looked at this and said,
‘Let’s interpret it this way. Let’s
interpret it this way.’

“Sometimes they get caught up in
that and forget about the real pur-
pose of Christian faith,” he said.

A twice-daily Bible reader,
Carson said he still belongs to
his longtime church in
Spencerville, Maryland, and to
another in Florida. If he’s on the
road campaigning on a Saturday,
he and his wife will try to find a
local Adventist church or watch
services online.

In the interview, Carson revealed
he went through a brief period of
questioning as a Yale University
student about whether Adventism
was right for him. He said he was
upset by segregation in the church.

After trying out services at
Roman Catholic, Methodist,
Baptist and Lutheran churches,
he ended up staying.

“I concluded it was the right
church, just the wrong people. The
church was very segregated. You
know, if you have the love of God
in your heart, it seems like you
wouldn’t do that. That has changed
fairly significantly since that
time,” Carson said.

Adventists today place a heavy
emphasis on protecting religious
liberty. The denomination filed a
brief in support of the Muslim
woman who won a Supreme Court
case this year against Abercrombie
& Fitch, which refused to hire her
because she wore a headscarf.

Some Adventists have been upset
by Carson’s recent comments that
the U.S. should not elect a Muslim
president. He stood by that posi-
tion in the interview, and said those
who object probably don’t under-
stand Islamic law, which he said
“is not consistent with” the U.S.
understanding of religious liberty.

Last May, Seventh-Day
Adventist officials issued a state-
ment taking note of Carson’s can-
didacy. It emphasized the church’s
longstanding support for the sepa-
ration of church and state and said
it was crucial for Adventists to
continue keeping politics out of the
pulpit during this election season.

Still, given the extra attention,
the denomination is rolling out a
new website, whoareadven-
tists.org, to educate the public
about the church.

“I think this is a great opportu-
nity for us,” said Daniel Weber,
an Adventist spokesman.
“Donald Trump did a great thing
when he said, ‘Who are
Adventists?’ Now we’re answer-
ing that question.”◊

Continued from Page 1

organizers used the phrase ‘Black
Lives Matter’ was not because
they said they were suggesting
nobody else’s lives matter,”
Obama said. “Rather, what they
were suggesting was there is a spe-
cific problem that is happening in
the African-American community
that’s not happening in other com-
munities. And that is a legitimate
issue that we’ve got to address.”

The Black Lives Matter move-
ment began shortly after the
acquittal in 2013 of volunteer
security guard George
Zimmerman in the shooting death
of unarmed African-American teen
Trayvon Martin and has grown
continuously with the police-relat-
ed deaths of numerous unarmed
Black men across the nation.
Obama said one of the issues that
needs to be addressed is the dispro-
portionate imprisonment of African
Americans and Latinos. They repre-
sent 60 percent of the prison popu-
lation although African Americans
and Latinos only represent 13 and
17 percent of the population respec-
tively, according to Whitehouse.gov.
In Washington, African Americans
represent over 90 percent of the
prison population, although they
only account for 49 percent of the
city’s population.

“The problem of racial justice or
injustice in the society has been a

running theme in this country’s
history for a very long time,”
Obama said, “and so, we just have
to make sure that all of us own it.”

Currently, the United States has
the highest prison population in
the world, including China,
which has a population more than
10 times larger than the U.S. To
address this, Obama stated that
reform should include fair appli-
cation of law, proportionality in
the sentencing of crime and pro-
grams focused on rehabilitation
and crime prevention.

“We know we’re spending $80
billion a year incarcerating folks,”
he said. “If, in fact, we had
smarter sentencing, we thought
about how we’re dealing with
drug offenses more intelligently,
we are working on evidence-based
approaches to rehabilitation and
reducing recidivism.”

Other panelists included John
Walsh, United States attorney for
the Colorado District; Los
Angeles Police Department Chief
Charlie Beck and moderator, Bill
Keller, editor and chief of The
Marshall Project, a news organi-
zation that focuses on the nation’s
criminal justice system.

Walsh said that federal govern-
ment has moved away from
mandatory minimum sentencing.

“Since 2013, when the Smart on
Crime policy was announced by
then-Attorney General (Eric)

Holder, federal prosecutors have
been instructed not to use manda-
tory minimums, except in cases
that really merit their attention,”
he said, “in other words, aggra-
vated felons, leaders of drug
organizations, violent people.
And what that’s meant is that our
use of mandatory minimums has
probably dropped by about 25
percent in that time.”

The president insisted that data
would be necessary to counteract the
current trends in criminal justice.

“Collecting data, I think, is
something that’s going to be very
important in guiding us forward,”
he said. “We don’t really do a good
job right now in collecting nation-
al data on a real-time basis, but we
now have the tools and the tech-
nology to do it better.”

Obama said new strategies being
used police and residents are an
example of what can be achieved
through creative thinking,

Camden has cameras located
around the city that use software
that citizens can use to direct what
is being seen for the police, so that
the community can help monitor the
city. In addition, Camden has imple-
mented a neighborhood officer that
must spend 24 hours straight in his
assigned neighborhood to interact
with the community.

“Creative work, like, for exam-
ple, where they know there were
hotspots and some gang shoot-

ings related to drugs, police offi-
cers drive the ice cream trucks,
park them where the drug deal-
ing has been going on, giving
out free ice cream from the
police,” he said.

“Suddenly families are out on the
streets, and now it’s creating a
space in which it’s a lot harder for
you to just be dealing drugs.”

Obama said he also believes leg-
islation is also paramount in refor-
mation. Currently Congress is con-
sidering legislation that will
reduce federal sentencing, the first
of its kind in a decade.

“We’re in a unique moment in
which on a bipartisan basis, across
the political spectrum, people are
asking hard questions about our
criminal justice system and how
can we make it both smart, effec-
tive, just, fair,” he said.

Obama emphasized that the
current state of the criminal jus-
tice system was not just the
responsibility of one entity, such
as police, but rather a reflection
of the society as a whole.

He said, “If we, as a society, are
willing to tolerate very poor
neighborhoods with no opportu-
nity, a lot of violence, a lot of
substandard education, and then
we’re surprised that the police, in
interacting with a community that
hasn’t been cared for, is going to
have tougher interactions, then
we’re passing the buck.”◊

Continued from Page 1
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A&M College. Athletes question
everything they do while in the
game, Turner said. It’s a career
choice that requires extreme
mental discipline, strength, and
even resilience.

Student athletes spend about 40
hours of their week going through
training, studying film, weight lift-
ing, then game time and travelling
with teammates. “They are trained
for this environment to adapt,”

Turner said. At the collegiate
level, it’s the last stage before they
“sell their souls” to the demands
on their body and mind that is pro-
fessional athletics, Turner added.
But it also lays a strong foundation
for those who don’t make it or suf-
fer injuries that count them out the
game before they have started a
professional career, Turner said. 

“Some teams can be a place
where they have great leadership

in order to grow but could have
negative elements that can take
your hopes and dreams,” Turner
said. Athletes like Walker, who
played at the Division I collegiate
level, will have more resources
available to him for his injuries,
Turner explained. But athletes at
smaller Divisions, like the ones
Historically Black Colleges play in
,will have less resources available
for an injured student athlete
beyond graduation, he said. 

Student athletes must ask them-
selves a tough question, Turner

said: “How much are you going
to risk to play the game? Look at
Derrick Rose getting hurt every
year and still comes back to play,
imagine what’s happening to his
mind and body,” Turner said of
the Chicago Bulls point guard.
Although athletes are being
knocked down in the game they
are strong enough to not get
knocked out of life. “Athletes
love the game to know when
they have done everything they
can to then start a new chapter,”
Turner said.◊
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BY SUSAN LARSON
Special to The Advocate

“You can’t race against the head-
lines here,” Michael Allen Zell said. 
“You’ll lose every time.”

He should know. In his new novel, 
“Law & Desire,” 
two of the major 
settings — the 
Club Desire and 
the Capri Mo-
tel — were torn 
down by the time 
he finished the 
book.

“I’ve lived here 
long enough to 
see the changes 
in the city,” he 
said. “I want-

ed to bear witness, just as Chester 
Himes created Harlem and Dashiell 
Hammett created San Francisco. I 
wanted to create the New Orleans 
version of that.”

Zell looks like the writer he is. 
There’s the jaunty fedora, the dark 
clothes, the serious expression, the 
sense of quiet attention. It’s not sur-
prising that he turns out dark and 
funny noir novels about New Orleans. 
He can drop the names of noir figures 
— Himes, Hammett, Jim Thompson 
— with ease and familiarity, but ask 
about his literary loves and they are 
a pantheon of international greats — 
Borges, Saramago, Hrabal.

“I didn’t take the traditional MFA 
route,” he said. “I read a lot of books 
and I had a lot of jobs.”

His is an old-school writer’s resumé 
— substitute teacher, janitor, caterer, 
temp, mortgage writer and book-
seller. That last occupation stuck. 
When he first came to New Orleans, 

Chaos
into

order
Author Zell writing works  
to make sense of N.O.

BY ALLANA BAREFIELD
Special to The Advocate

The carousel’s flashing 
lights and music make 
it a main attraction for 

City Park, and not just for 
kids. It instantly captivated 
artist Tami Curtis.

Curtis came to New Or-
leans from north Louisiana 
in 2001. The carousel re-
minded her of a “piece of 
jewelry,” she said.

“The carousel fit the fla-
vor of New Orleans with all 
the other gorgeous houses 
and the old architecture. … 
The carousel was like the 

princess of the houses, (as 
if it were saying), ‘Yeah, you 
good, but look at me,’ ” Cur-
tis said, recalling her first 
encounter with City Park’s 
century-old amusement.

Curtis has always had an 
eye for creativity. When she 
was only 2, she drew a duck 
that she still keeps today.

Now, the horses of the City 
Park carousel are the muses 
for her canvas.

For about two years, Cur-
tis has been painting each 
horse of City Park’s 12 fly-
ing horses. Every painting 
takes about 40-50 hours. The 
paintings will be on exhibit 
on Nov. 3 at Tami Curtis Gal-
lery, 5523 Magazine St., a 
commemorative nod to the 
city landmark that survived 
Hurricane Katrina.

Curtis will donate 50 per-
cent of sales from her paint-

Flying Horses on Canvas
Artist’s series 
pays tribute to 

City Park carousel
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BY MAE ANDERSON
AP technology writer

NEW YORK — Does “Pokemon 
Go” have a second act?

The mobile phone app was an 
instant hit when it debuted in 
July. Crowds stampeded after 
a Vaporeon in Central Park and 

people fell off cliffs playing it 
in California.

At an Apple event on Sept. 7, 
Niantic CEO John Hanke said 
500 million people had down-
loaded the game in just two 
months. It was the first mobile 
game to go mainstream in a 
big way since “Candy Crush” 
in 2014 or “Angry Birds” in 
2012. It was also the first to in-
corporate augmented reality, a 
blending of the real and virtual 
worlds.

But the buzz has decidedly 
cooled. Recently, the game end-
ed its reign as the top-grossing 
U.S. iPhone app after 74 days 
on top, replaced by “Clash 
Royale,” a popular battling 
game, according to research 
firm Sensor Tower. Twitter 
mentions of the game peaked 
at 1.7 million on July 11, five 
days after its launch, accord-
ing to Adobe Digital Insights. 
That number had fallen by 98 
percent, to 131,000, by Sept. 7, 

when Apple featured it.
Was it all a summer fever 

dream? While experts say 
the game is likely to remain 
popular for a while, it needs 
to evolve to have real staying 
power — just like its namesake 
digital creatures.

“Almost anything of this sort 
is a fad,” says Steve Jones, a 
communications professor at 
the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. “I think we’ve seen the 
tapering off.”

‘pokemon go’ not dead yet
But clamour has 

cooled considerably

Davida 
Yarbrough 

walks and plays 
‘Pokemon Go’ 
in City Park in 
New Orleans 

in July as 
geese hang out 

nearby.
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Events

TUESDAY, 6 P.M.: Michael Allen Zell 
launches “Law & Desire” at Garden 

District Bookshop, 2727 Prytania St.
FRIDAY, 6 P.M.: Community Book Center, 

2523 Bayou Road
THURSDAY, OCT. 13, 7 P.M.: Coffee & 

Conversation with Yuri Herrera and Zell at 
East Bank Regional Library,  
4747 West Napoleon Ave.

TOP and ABOVE: Tami Curtis painted each of the City Park’s 
12 flying horses for her carousel project. She says it took her 
about 40-50 hours to paint each one.
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Today will be mostly sunny with
some late storms, making way for a
cool, clear Tuesday in Louisville.
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As a kid, my father and I would sit in
front of the black and white RCA televi-
sion set, the rabbit ears adjusted just so,
and peer through the snow on the screen
at the fight unfolding before us.

For my dad, who left home at age 18 in
1942 and joined the U.S. Navy while war
raged in both Europe and the Pacific, the
boxer on the screen was nothing but a
loud-mouthed draft dodger.

It didn’t matter to him that the boxer
possessed lightning in his hands and

thunder in his fists or that he danced around the ring
like Gene Kelly or Fred Astaire. He was someone Dad
rooted against, no matter who the man was fighting —
be it Joe Frazier or Alfredo Evangelista.

I’d puff with pride when the ring announcer would
say something like, “Introducing, from Louisville, Ky.,
he’s wearing red trunks, he weighs 215, ... here is
Muhammad Ali.” 

It was a generational thing. 
The old man would cheer when the other boxer land-

ed a blow. I’d let out a hoot when Muhammad Ali left his
opponent flat on his back or staggering against the
ropes.

For me, he was the personification of hope at a time
when Louisville needed just that.

A public relations or advertising guru in town had
dubbed it “The City of the Seventies” in a bank’s mar-
keting campaign, but it was anything but that.

Downtown was ailing as folks had moved to the sub-
urbs, leaving once-stately buildings downtown to de-
cay, be torn down and eventually replaced by parking
lots.

AP FILE PHOTO/ABC
Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier slug it out in their
heavyweight bout in New York City on Jan. 28, 1974.

Ali gave
Louisville
hope when
it needed it

See GREATEST, Page 9A

Joseph
Gerth
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Louisville feeling
love for Champ
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Attendees at an interfaith ceremony honoring Muhammad Ali share their favorite quotes of his and send well-wishes
Sunday at the Louisville Islamic Center.

Prayer precedes the start of an interfaith ceremony
honoring Muhammad Ali Sunday evening. See ALI, Page 6A

Online

Watch our
video from
Sunday’s
tribute at
courier-
jour-
nal.com/ali.

Phillip M.
Bailey
Staff
Writer

Motorcade escorts Ali’s body from airport to funeral home

The body of Muhammad Ali re-
turned to his hometown hours
before community members,
leaders and activists converged

on the Louisville Islamic Center for an
interfaith service memorializing the
boxing icon and world humanitarian.

“Muhammad Ali was an interfaith
leader before we knew what an inter-
faith leader was,” Louisville Mayor Greg
Fischer said during the ceremony.

The West End native was outspoken,
he said, and decried terrorism and ha-
tred even in his final days.

“The Champ’s body is gone ... but his
spirit is with us,” Fischer said.

Fischer and other speakers — which
included Dr. Muhammad Babar of the Is-
lamic Center, Spalding University Presi-
dent Tori Murden McClureand Erin Her-
bert, director of programming at the Mu-
hammad Ali Center — called on the com-
munity to carry on the ideals Ali held
dear. Among those in attendance was
Ambassador Attallah Shabazz, the eldest
daughter of Malcom X.

The event at the Louisville Islamic 

Richard Feusner glances at his
watch out of habit, but time might not
be on his side.

Back in 1967, he was given a life-
saving heart valve replacement — a
relatively new type of surgery at the
time. 

Today, artificial valves come from
animal or human donors. But back
then doctors implanted a mechanical
ball valve, the first type of artificial
heart valve. Feusner’s doctors say liv-
ing with the same one for nearly half a
century is extraordinary. In fact, he’s
outlived his own life expectancy and even the lives
of several of his cardiologists. 

Now, at age 80, Feusner has made it 49 of the 50
years one doctor said the valve might last. 

“One of my goals in life is that I want
to get the 50 years out of it, and what
happens after the 50 years, well, I don’t
know,” he said. “I just know that I enjoy
life.”

Feusner first noticed something
wasn’t right in his mid-20s. He had
tightness in his arm and constantly ran
a fever. As a child, he had been told he
might have a slight heart murmur, but
doctors couldn’t diagnose his problem.
In the late 1960s, Feusner visited the
University of Kentucky Medical Cen-
ter where a cardiologist delivered
devastating news. 

His heart valve wasn’t functioning
properly because of a damaged or dis-

eased valve that was allowing blood to leak or flow
backward into the heart. 

Man’s heart valve expected to
last 50 years, nears that time
ALLANA J. BAREFIELD
THE COURIER-JOURNAL

See HEART, Page 9A

PAT MCDONOGH/THE CJ
Richard Fuesner is living with
a heart valve implanted
nearly 50 years ago. 
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Working-class neighborhoods near
downtown had been demolished and
filled with bleak government-owned
apartment complexes. Fourth Street,
long the city’s shopping and entertain-
ment hub, was a ghost town.

Louisville was gaining its reputation
as “strike city” because of frequent work
stoppages at Ford, General Electric and
other manufacturing companies around
town.

The city was being torn apart by riots
and protests over a federal judge’s order
to integrate the Jefferson County Public
Schools, which along with the old Louis-
ville Board of Education had for years
adopted an unofficial policy of “separate
but equal.”

There wasn’t much to be proud of in
those days in Louisville.

Although Ali had long moved his base
of operations from Columbia Gym
where Joe Martin taught him to punch
and jab, and bob and weave, and taken up
residence in rural Pennsylvania or Mich-
igan or Cherry Hill, N.J., Ali was still
ours.

In most of his fights, he was intro-
duced as being from Louisville even
years after he moved away. 

The Louisville Lip. 
The Greatest of All Time.
And if you didn’t care about his poli-

tics, he was something to be proud of in a
city that, at the time, seemed to have lit-
tle going for it.

If you did care about his politics, 
well … 

He didn’t subscribe to the notion that
a black man couldn’t or shouldn’t be out-
spoken like he was, or that a boxer should
shut up and let his fists talk for him.

Ali wouldn’t allow the government to
tell him he had to join the Army and par-

ticipate in a war with which he didn’t
agree. He stunned the folks like my fa-
ther when he explained why he wouldn’t
be inducted thusly:

“My conscience won’t let me go shoot
my brother, or some darker people, or
some poor hungry people in the mud for
big powerful America. And shoot them
for what? They never called me nigger;
they never lynched me; they didn’t put
no dogs on me. ... Shoot them for what?”

He made some people uncomfortable
when he converted to Islam and gave up
the name “Cassius Clay,” which he called
his “slave name.” He rebelled and ad-
vanced civil rights.

Some of the anger like my father had
toward Ali still exists today. When House
Speaker Greg Stumbo suggested placing
a statue of Ali in the Capitol, a number of
people emailed and wrote letters op-
posed to the idea. 

“Ali should NOT be in the Capitol,”
one person wrote. “That is a spot for
statesmen — not for boxers and draft
dodgers.”

Ali came into my consciousness long
after he took Rome and the world by
storm, winning the gold medal in the
light heavyweight division at the 1960
Olympic Games and after his battle with
the federal government over his induc-
tion into the U.S. Army.

He gave me my first opportunity to
really disagree with my father about
something — him. He came for me at a
time when he was in his 30s and his
boxing skills were beginning to fade,
when he used his guile rather than phys-
ical superiority to beat boxers much
younger and stronger than he.

And he came at a time when the city
needed a hero.

Joe Gerth can be reached at (502) 582-
4702.
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More coverage of Muhammad Ali’s life and
death, including new and archived video, at
courier-journal.com/ali

The human heart is made up of four
valves or gates that control blood flow.
When the heart contracts, the valves
open, allowing blood to circulate
through the heart, Dr. Hassan Reda, an
associate professor of surgery at UK,
said. 

His heart wasn’t pumping blood out. 
The cardiologist told Feusner he had

a one in four chance of dropping dead
and likely wouldn’t make it to age 40. 

So that’s when Feusner had open
heart surgery, and doctors implanted
the mechanical ball valve. 

“The ball is pushed up by the heart
pumping blood,” Reda said. “As the ball
moves up out of the base of the cage, the
blood can pass around it and out to the
body. Like the normal valve, the ball
valve ensures that the blood moves in
one direction — out of the heart.”

One of the reasons the mechanical
valve is no longer used is because it has a
tendency to cause blood clots, Feusner
said. He’s on blood thinners to reduce
that risk because a blood clot could
cause a stroke or heart attack. 

Reda said patients like Feusner who
have mechanical heart valves and are on
blood thinners have to be extra cautious
because any fall or head injury could
lead to death.

“It’s amazing that his valve is still go-

ing,” Reda said. “It’s been a long time ...
I’ve never seen this in my life last this
long.” Most valves only last around 15
years. 

For Feusner, the question is when will
his valve stop clicking. No one seems to
have the answer. 

“In medicine, there is no definitive
answer,” Reda said. “We are humans, not
machines.” 

Reda compared the mechanical valve
to buying a car. 

“If you buy a car, they say it should
last forever, but there will be wear and
tear overtime,” Reda said. “You need to
know what the word forever means.”

Since the heart surgery, Feusner has
faced numerous health obstacles, in-
cluding a stroke at age 74. But through it
all, his family has been there.

“We’re gonna make it through and
stay together,” Joyce Feusner, his wife
of 59 years, said. “He has a lot of deter-
mination. I think he is still here for a rea-
son — determination alone wont get you
this far.”

“Having the heart valve for him and
not being able to forget about it ... it cov-
ers things up, clouds things,” Joyce said.
“He is not as carefree as he could have
been.”

Feusner loves life and lives with no
restrictions, though he is cautious.

“You’re always mindful,” he said. “...
And I don’t really do stupid things, like
you don’t run with scissors.”

Reporter Allana Barefield can be
reached at abarefield@gannett.com or
502-582-4496.
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Richard Fuesner is living with a heart valve implanted nearly fifty years ago. His doctors say it
will only last one more year. 
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